
Cleaner Kennet Campaign 

5th November 2013, Kennet Room, Reading Civic Centre. 

Attending 

Royce Loughton  West Berkshire Council, Thames Rivers Trust and RTA 

Alan Hughes  Reading & District Angling Association 

Tony Warrell  Reading Liberal Democrats Representative 

Giles Sutton  Reading Borough Council Ecologist 

Ian Mathers  Civil Service Angling Society 

Jeremy Davy  West Berkshire Council 

Pete Ruhemann  Chair and Reading Borough Council member 

Summreen Sheikh Reading Borough Council 

Charlotte Hitchmough Action for the River Kennet  

Alison Love  Environment Agency  

Jonathan Woodcock  Environment Agency 

Apologies  

Graham Smith  Newbury branch Kennet & Avon Canal Trust  

Dave Copley   Kennet & Avon Canal Trust 

Tony Vickers   West Berkshire Council 

1) Water Framework Directive consultation 

The Environment Agency and Action for the River Kennet are consulting on four catchment areas of the Kennet river 

as part of delivering the Water Framework Directives objectives to improve the ecology of the river by 2027 as a 

route to a healthier environment.  

The EA are now structured to work by catchment / area based approach, which means specialists from each 

department will be accessible for each part of the river.  This will help different departments share knowledge for 

the betterment of the area.  

ARK and the EA are asking for users to identify issues on rivers ie drainage, morphology, pollutants, barriers (artificial 

or natural) etc that are affecting the health of the water.  They would like CKC attendees to feedback their views to 

the consultation which is open until the end of November 2013. The first deadline for responses will capture ideas to 

deliver projects in 2015 onwards.  The next review of projects will be in 2021 and then 2027. 

Also welcome are users information, data and experiences along the rivers which give a holistic view to its approach.   

Going forwards, a partnership approach is being sought to carry out the projects that will deal with the issues 

identified in the consultation. This will help to apply for grants from different funders.  

Invasive species cost a lot to remove – the infestation on the Foudry Brook of floating pennywort has an on going 

cost of £80,000. Councillor Ruhemann offered to help take this back through the planning system to be funded 

through developers.  

Alan highlighted that the River Kennet is currently 8” lower than usual at the moment than usual.   

Community involvement / hosting 

There is a lack of farming and local authority representatives in the lower Kennet valley area to get involved in the 

river catchment planning and management.  Their involvement is particularly useful in mapping the detail of 

problems which are needed to plan actions and projects to improve the area.  



The projects will consist of one off projects and on going projects and there are some schemes already underway.  It 

was felt that the degradation of Kennet has been significant in the last 20 years due to a number of pressures 

associated with human use of the river.    

John explained that these issues can be addressed with one project at a time.  Working with ARK will be valuable as 

they will take action.  The Water Framework Directive action plan is looking for a grassroots / partnership approach 

which has political backing but will need to be organised.  Grassroots groups could have knowledge that regulatory 

authorities do not have or can not obtain.  

Consultation  

The river is split into four areas for people to feedback into and give as much info as possible. ACTION: Members of 

CKC ask their members to feedback into the consultation.  

Issues with fly tipping into the river could be linked to the price or changes of bulky waste collections by councils.  

The EA can stop problems by regulation too.  This issue need publicising.  

ACTION: Giles to put together some information on bulky waste collections and Pete to approach communications 

department to publicise anti-fly tipping issues.   

On the Kennet over feeding of ducks and swans is a problem. 

ACTION: Charlotte will send through some leaflets she has on this.  Pete suggested also linking this to the Re3 

education program.  

ACTION: Summreen to send consultation to Parks department at RBC, and Southcote Globe as well as other CKC 

members.  

The issue of fallen trees into rivers was brought up and that these shouldn’t be cleared by the EA but by riparian 

owners.  

The next step is for the EA / ARK to produce a report in July 2014 with a cost benefit analysis as to what projects can 

be carried out.  Ideas can be fed in after the closing date which will be considered at later stages in the project.  Pete 

thanked EA and ARK for attending and he welcomes good communications between ARK on this project.  

2) Minutes of last meeting 

Item 3 – Fobney Island.  

Regarding the building next to the old pump building – the EA are not moving out but are staying and sharing with 

another agency.   

The future of the fish stock ponds has not been decided yet.  

Item 5 – Kennet House – new development.  

This building has been approved and is now being built.  This is an opportunity to improve the environment in the 

area.  

Item 10 – Readings Climate Change strategy 

This was launched in September 2013.  It includes a chapter on natural environment and another on water supply 

and flooding.  The strategy and action plan are available on www.readingclimateaction.org.uk  

3) Floating pennywort 

This has reoccurred again between Reading town centre and Green Park. It is well managed by RBC near the waste 

collection site and by Green Park on their premises but the other areas are not being dealt with.  

http://www.readingclimateaction.org.uk/


The EA can’t deal with this anymore because of funding cuts.  The RDAA offered to take part of the clearance on but 

were refused by the EA.  They want riparian owners to take responsibility of it and John will be working to bring 

them together to have an agreement in place by spring next year.  

ACTION: John to send a request to RBC for the ownership of land along the river Kennet upstream from Kennet 

Island.  

4) Motorcycles 

There is still a problem of motorcyles riding at 60mph along the Holy Brook towpath by Southcote and the cottages 

especially on a Sunday. They are very noisy and could cause injury or death to walkers. The motorcyclists have found 

ways of avoiding the towpath by riding over the landfill site after cutting a hole in the fence. Semex own the site and 

have the responsibility to secure it.  Councillor Ruhemann said there maybe some more development planned for 

the old stadium site.  

ACTION: the EA will look into the lack of security on the landfill site.  

5) RESCUE dates 

The proposed dates 13th - 16th Match 2014 were agreed and RESCUE organisers will liaise with RDAA to make sure 

this doesn’t interfere with the last few days of the fishing season. The earlier dates for RESCUE attract more business 

and student numbers.  

ACTION: Summreen to invite John to the RESCUE steering group meeting.  

6) Any other business  

Simon Barnet from West Berkshire Council has been redeployed to BBOWT along with the transfer of some of West 

Berkshire land. Paul Hendry from WBC is deciding who to put forward for CKC.  

ACTION: Royce will speak to Paul Hendry to see what arrangements are being made.   

ACTION: Newbury and Thatcham Angling associations to be added to the invitee list for this meeting.  

Tony has been campaigning for more safety and rescue equipment to be installed on the river Kennet but has had 

litter response from RBC.  However, the Canal and Rivers Trust have concluded that parts of the river are dangerous 

and will be railing off the towpath between Temple Place and Bridge Street in Reading town centre by the end of the 

year. There was concern for the moorings along this stretch and Tony said he would have more information next 

week.  

The EA thanked the CKC members for their input into their consultation.  

7) Date of next meeting 

Reading have scheduled a meeting for the 4th of June in the civic centre.  

The WBC meeting should take place in March 2014 and is to be scheduled. A suggestion to hold the meeting at the 

wildlife trust site in Thatcham to get engagement from BBOWT was made.   

 

 


